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DIBELS Next

DIBELS Next measures are quick and efficient measures that indicate if a student is on track for reading success. With both universal screening and progress monitoring components, these measures are critical tools for educators as they: 

· Identify students who need intervention support
· Evaluate the effectiveness of interventions

· Support the RtI/multi-tiered model
DIBELS Next Provides Universal Screening for All Students

DIBELS Next Benchmark Assessments are designed to measure students’ progress toward expected reading achievement. These assessments are:
· Administered three times per year

· Grade-level assessments

· Color-coded by grade level (K-2)
The Six Measures
DIBELS Next comprises six measures that are designed to be indicators of basic early literacy skills. These indicators measure key components that are representative of particular skill areas. The measures include:

[image: image1.jpg]‘Table 1.1 Alignment of DIBELS Next Measures With Basic Early Literacy Skills
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DIBELS Next Consists of Two Types of Assessments
DIBELS Next Provides Benchmark Assessments:
First Sound Fluency (FSF)

First Sound Fluency (FSF) assesses a student’s fluency in identifying the initial sounds within spoken words. This early literacy skill is highly related to reading acquisition and reading achievement.
· Indicator of early phonemic awareness skills

· Administered beginning of grade K to middle of grade K*

· Administration Time: 1 minute

· Replaces Initial Sound Fluency (ISF) from DIBELS Sixth Edition

*Measure may be used for out-of-grade-level progress monitoring
Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF)

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF) assesses a student’s fluency in segmenting a spoken word into its component parts or sound segments. This early literacy skill is highly related to reading acquisition and reading achievement.
· Indicator of early phonemic awareness skills

· Administered beginning of grade K to beginning of grade 1*

· Administration Time: 1 minute

*Measure may be used for out-of-grade-level progress monitoring
Letter Naming Fluency (LNF)

Letter Naming Fluency (FSF) assesses a student’s fluency with naming letters. This measure is a strong predictor of later reading achievement and serves as a risk indicator for early school-age 
children.
· Measures student’s ability to recognize individual letters and to say their names

· Administered beginning of grade K to beginning of grade 1*

· Administration Time: 1 minute

* Because letter naming is not considered a basic early literacy skill, a benchmark goal is not provided and the measure is a Benchmark measure only, not Progress Monitoring; it is included as a Benchmark measure because it is a proven predictor of future reading achievement.

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF)

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) assesses a student’s knowledge of basic letter-sound correspondences and the ability to blend letter-sounds into words.
· Measures alphabetic principle and basic phonics

· Administered middle of grade K to beginning of grade 2*

· Administration Time: 1 minute

*Measure may be used for out-of-grade-level progress monitoring
DIBELS Next Oral Reading Fluency (DORF)

DIBELS Next Oral Reading Fluency (DORF) measures advanced phonics and word attack skills; accurate and fluent reading of connected text; and reading comprehension. DORF comprises two components: oral reading fluency (passage reading) and retell.
Oral reading fluency (passage reading)
· Measures phonics, fluency, and reading comprehension

· Administered middle of grade 1 to end of grade 6*

· Administration Time: 1 minute for passage reading and 1 minute for retell

*Measure may be used for out-of-grade-level progress monitoring
Passage retell follows the reading of each passage. It provides:

· A comprehension check of passage reading

· Indication that the student is reading for meaning

· Information about overall reading proficiency and oral language skills
Daze

Daze measures the reasoning processes that constitute comprehension. It assesses a student’s ability to construct meaning from text.
· Indicator of reading comprehension

· Administered beginning of grade 3 to end of grade 6*

· Administration Time: 3 minutes

· Can be administered to a whole class

*Measure may be used for out-of-grade-level progress monitoring
DIBELS Next Provides Progress Monitoring for Struggling Learners

Using DIBELS Next for progress monitoring is efficient because the same assessment can be used for both progress monitoring and benchmark assessment. After conducting a benchmark assessment with DIBELS Next, a great deal is known about the skills on which a student may need instructional support. Progress monitoring on the skills that are the focus of instruction provides teachers with an indicator of the effectiveness of that instruction.

DIBELS Next Progress Monitoring Assessments are administered to students who have been identified as struggling on the Benchmark Assessment.  These assessments:
· Are organized to meet students at their instructional level

· Inform instruction and gauge effectiveness of intervention

· Provide alternate assessments so students do not repeat the same task

· Are organized by strand to target specific competencies
Progress Monitoring Assessments provide frequent, ongoing assessment

· Provides frequent ongoing assessment for struggling learners

· Provides consistent feedback to teachers to inform instruction

· Lets teachers know if intervention is working or if it needs to be adjusted

· Provides reports to communicate progress to students, parents, and administrators
· Ensures students needing intervention are monitored for growth

DIBELS Next: Critical Component of Response to Instruction (RtI)
DIBELS Next is the ideal solution for universal screening and progress monitoring to support multi-tiered instructional models, such as RtI. The following diagram shows how DIBELS indicators support this model:
DIBELS and RtI: The Outcomes-Driven Model
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These steps repeat each semester as a child progresses through the grades. At the beginning of the semester, the first step is to identify students who may need additional support. At the end of the semester, the final step is to review outcomes, which also facilitates identifying students who need additional support for the next semester.
In this manner, educators can ensure that students who are on track to become proficient readers continue to make adequate progress, and that those students who are not on track receive the support they need to become proficient readers.
Step 1: Identify need for support early. This process occurs during benchmark assessment, and is also referred to as universal screening. The purpose is to identify those students who may need additional instructional support to achieve benchmark goals. The benchmark assessment also provides information regarding the performance of all children in the school with respect to benchmark goals. All students within a school grade are tested on DIBELS three times per year on grade-level material. The testing occurs at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year.
Step 2: Validate need for support. The purpose of this step is to be reasonably confident that the student needs or does not need additional instructional support. Before making individual student decisions, it is important to consider additional information beyond the initial data obtained during benchmark testing.  Teachers can always use additional assessment information and knowledge about a student to validate a score before making decisions about instructional support. If there is a discrepancy in the student’s performance relative to other information available about the student, or if there is a question about the accuracy of a score, the score can be validated by retesting the student using alternate forms of the DIBELS measures or

additional diagnostic assessments as necessary.
Step 3: Plan and implement support. In general, for students who are meeting the benchmark goals, a good, research-based core classroom curriculum should meet their instructional needs, and they will continue to receive benchmark assessment three times per year to ensure they remain on track. Students who are identified as needing support are likely to require additional instruction or intervention in the skill areas where they are having difficulties.
Step 4: Evaluate and modify support as needed. Students who are receiving additional support should be progress monitored more frequently to ensure that the instructional support being provided is helping students get back on track. Students should be monitored on the measures that test the skill areas where they are having difficulties and receiving additional instructional support. Monitoring may occur once per month, once every two weeks, or as often as once per week. In general, students who need the most intensive instruction are progress monitored most frequently.
Step 5: Review outcomes. By looking at the benchmark assessment data for all students, schools can ensure that their instructional supports—both core curriculum and additional interventions—are working for all children. If a school identifies areas of instructional support that are not working as desired, the school can use the data to help make decisions on how to improve.

How Macon County Will Use DIBELS 
Macon County will use DIBELS to: 

· Identify students who may be at risk for reading difficulties. 

  

· Identify children who are "on track" for learning to read and also identify children who may need additional instructional support to meet reading goals by testing students on DIBELS three times per year:  in the Fall, Winter, and Spring.
  

· Monitor below benchmark and well-below benchmark students while they receive additional, targeted instruction. We will monitor progress of students who receive additional instructional support to ensure they are making adequate progress. If a student is not making progress, we will adjust the support to meet the student's learning needs. 
Macon County will accomplish the above mentioned goals by taking the following steps: 

1. Providing DIBELS Next training for administrators, reading coaches, and grade level chair persons at grades K-6.

2. Administering DIBELS Next in grades K-6 according to the testing schedule. A district team will administer the benchmarks.
3. Conducting school-wide data meetings after each benchmark in order to discuss the results and determine the instructional support needed for individual students.  The meetings will include relevant school personnel, including the school administrators, reading coach, grade level chair person, intervention teacher, special educator, and teachers.
4. Sending reports home to parents/guardians that explain the results and offer steps to take at home.
5. Providing additional instructional support to students based on their individual needs.

6. Conducting district level data meetings after each benchmark to discuss school findings, determine district-wide trends exist, discuss and/or determine plans of action, and discuss the intervention program and tiered instruction al needs, etc.

7. Providing Progress Monitoring training for administrators, reading coaches, and grade level chair persons grades K-6.

8. Monitoring student progress and determining individual growth and the need for a Problem Solving Team referral. 

9. Continuing tiered instruction as needed.

10. Providing summer support to students in most need.
DIBELS Next Training/ Annual Review:

Prior to the start of each school year or during the professional development days/ teacher workdays (depending on the Board approved calendar for each school year) administrators and teachers will be trained on DIBELS Next. The purpose of the training will be to inform the administrators and/or teachers about the DIBELS Next protocol, its components, its purpose and/or use, etc. or to provide an annual review based on district needs.

Recommended Annual Administration Schedule

Beginning of Year: Benchmark 1



Months 1 to 3 of the school year

Middle of Year: Benchmark 2



Months 4 to 6 of the school year

End of Year: Benchmark 3


 

Months 7 to 9 of the school year

Macon County’s Administration of DIBELS Next:
DIBELS Next will be administered within the administration window established and set at the district level. A separate Administration schedule will be provided to all schools and posted to the website prior to the beginning of the new school year.

Macon County’s DIBELS Next Administration Schedule:
The district’s schedule will be disseminated prior to the start of each school year but will be based on the following model below:

Beginning of Year: Benchmark 1



August of each year
Middle of Year: Benchmark 2



December of each year
End of Year: Benchmark 3


 

April of each year
Reading Coaches and designees will conduct the administration of DIBELS Next in grades K-6, following the guidelines set based on each school’s enrollment and grade levels.

Deborah Cannon Wolfe School:



K-6

2 Days or Less

George Washington Carver Elementary School:

K-3

8 Days or Less

Notasulga High School:




K-6

2 Days or Less
Tuskegee Public School:




4 -6

4 Days or Less

Reporting/Data Review/School Level Meeting:

DIBELS Next reports will be provided to administrators and teachers within one week of testing. The results should be discussed and used to make data-driven decisions, including but not limited to student placement in tiered instruction, Problem Solving Team referral, etc.

Reporting: Home

Results will be sent home to parents/ guardians within two weeks of the DIBELS Next administration. The purpose of sending the results in letter form is to explain to parents that students have participated in the assessment, what the screener means, the screening results, the meaning of the results, and the school’s next step for instruction/ intervention.

District-Level Data Meetings:

School administrators and designees will be invited to discuss/ present school, grade level results, etc. to discuss established plans of action.
Progress Monitoring and Tiered Instruction (RtI):
All students will be progress monitored, including benchmark students to prevent them from falling in the below benchmark and well-below benchmark status at the next benchmark administration. Teachers will monitor below benchmark and well below benchmark students while they receive additional, targeted instruction. Teachers will monitor progress of students who receive additional instructional support to ensure they are making adequate progress. If a student is not making progress, teachers will adjust the support to meet the students’ learning needs. 
For example, students who score in the strategic level (yellow) or below benchmark will more than likely fall in Tier II, while students scoring in the intensive level (red) or well below benchmark will more than likely fall in Tier III. Instructional support decisions must be made to accommodate the needs of the students. Thus, each teacher will be expected to progress monitor all students on a weekly basis. Contrary to belief, weekly progress monitoring can be done with proper management of instructional planning/time. For example, progress monitoring may be conducted daily with a small number of students; after small group instruction; when there is a break in instructional time; weekly assessment day; etc.
Progress Monitoring Training:

Progress monitoring training will be held within two weeks of each benchmark administration, as new subtests may be added with each new benchmark, based on grade level.
�
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